
 
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear All, 

the next ENVI meeting will take 
place on 30 November and 1 
December.  

We will start with an exchange of 
views on two urgent requests by the 
Commission for early non-
objections. The first one is relevant 
for Brexit, as it concerns the 
possibility to allow flexibility in the 
management of official controls 
passing through Great Britain from a 
Member State to Ireland and vice 

versa  (“landbridge”), in the framework of  Regulation on Official Controls (OCR) 
which provides provisions to verify at borders the correct application of Union 
agri-food chain legislation, with a view to protecting human and animal health 
across the EU. The second early non-objection is relevant for the current 
COVID-19 health crisis, as it concerns the postponement of the sunset date (4 
January 2021) for the authorisation of a group of substances that are currently 
used for the production of in-vitro diagnostic kits as well as for the development 
of vaccines to combat COVID-19. Both recommendations to raise no objections 
on these urgent matters will be voted following the exchange of views. 

Following the Commission’s Fitness Check of the EU Water legislation, ENVI 
Members will vote on a resolution calling on the Member States to achieve full 
implementation of EU water legislation, in particular the Water Framework 
Directive (WFD). In order to improve water quality, it is also important to 
ensure that more concrete actions are taken in other areas, from adaptation to 
climate change, alignment of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) with the 
WFD, to chemicals and pollutants of emerging concern and urban waste water 
treatment. We will also vote on the Drinking Water Directive, concluding the 
negotiations with Council at second reading. Proving the highest standards of 
safety and quality for drinking water across the EU is essential. With the 
provisional agreement the Parliament achieved several improvements 
concerning for example access to water, access to information about the 
quality and supply of drinking water to improve confidence in tap water, 
emerging pollutants such as micro-plastics, endocrine disruptors as well as new 
types of chemicals (PFAs). 

On Tuesday, we will continue to focus on core ENVI priorities such as Climate 
Change. ENVI Members will vote on a resolution on adaptation to climate 
change. Adaptation to climate change is crucial in order to make full use of the 
opportunities for climate-resilient growth and sustainable development and 
minimise negative effects.  We need a holistic approach to adaptation to 
climate change, mainstreamed into other relevant EU policies, such as 
agriculture or fishery policy. It is also important that the new EU strategy on 
adaptation on climate change is coherent with Europe`s international 
commitments, such as the Paris Agreement, SDGs and the Convention on 
Biological Diversity.  

ENVI will also vote on the decision to enter into interinstitutional negotiations 
on the Programme for the Environment and Climate Action (LIFE), the only 
programme dedicated specifically to environment and climate action, a crucial 
instrument to achieve the goals of the Green Deal.  

Finally, the Commission will present four reports on the progress made in 
Member States as regards to climate action. In particular, ENVI Members will 
be able to question the Commission on the progress made by Member States 
in the phasing out of fossil fuel subsidies, in meeting the 2020 fuel targets and 
in general on the progress made in reducing emissions, included those covered 
by the Emission Trading System (ETS). 

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html  

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin - 30 November 2020 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes : 
 Implementation of the EU water legislation (Vote on amendments on 

30/11 , final vote on 01/12) 

 Cohesion Policy and regional environment strategies in the fight against 
climate change (Vote on amendments on 30/11, final vote on 01/12) 

 EU Strategy on adaptation to climate change (Vote on amendments on 
30/11 , final vote on 01/12) 

 Establishing a Programme for the Environment and Climate Action (LIFE) 
(vote on decision to enter interinstitutional renogtiation on 01/12) 

 Quality of water intended for human consumption (recast) (Vote on 01/12) 

 Two early non-objections: to a DA measure related to official controls in 
relation to Brexit and to a RPS measure on postponement of application 
date set for substance group 4-(1,1,3,3-Tetramethylbutyl)phenol, 
ethoxylated with regard to specific uses linked to COVID-19p (Vote on 
01/12) 

 Objections to five implementing acts on GMOs (vote on 01/12) 

Considerations: 
 Early non-objection pursuant to Rule 111 (6): official controls at the border 

control post where goods leave the Union and certain provisions on transit 
and transhipment 

 Early non-objection pursuant to Rule 112(4)(d) and Rule 111 (6): 
Postponement of the latest application date set for the substance group 4-
(1,1,3,3-Tetramethylbutyl)phenol, ethoxylated with regard to specific uses 
linked to COVID-19 

 Objections pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) on draft Commission 
Implementing Decisions authorising the placing on the market of products 
containing, consisting of or produced from genetically modified soybean (1 
objection) and genetically modified maize (4 objections) 

Exchange of Views:  
 Presentation by the Commission of four energy and climate related 

reports: State of the Energy Union, Fuel Quality, Carbon Market and 
Climate Action Progress 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

Implementation of the EU 
water legislation  
On 30 November and 1 December, ENVI will 
vote on a draft motion for a resolution on the 
implementation of EU water legislation. In 
December 2019, the Commission published its 

Fitness Check on the Water Framework Directive (WFD), the Environmental 
Quality Standards Directive (EQSD), the Groundwater Directive (GWD) and the 
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Floods Directive (FD). The draft motion for a resolution welcomes the success 
of the Water Framework Directive in setting up an adequate governance 
framework for integrated water management and at the same time calls for its 
implementation to be improved and speeded up. The resolution points in 
particular to the need for additional action in areas such as the adaptation to 
climate change and the alignment of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) with 
the WFD, chemicals and pollutants, reporting methodologies, water pricing 
policies, hydropower and urban waste water treatment. Finally, the draft 
motion for a resolution calls on Member States to achieve full compliance with 
the WFD as soon as possible, and in any case no later than 2027, and on the 
Commission to assist the Member States as well as pursue infringements. 34 
draft compromise amendments will be put to the vote, covering 274 
amendments out of the 359 that were tabled to draft motion for a resolution. 

Co-rapporteurs: HANSEN (EPP), CERDAS (S&D), ŞTEFĂNUȚĂ (Renew), DREOSTO 
(ID),HÄUSLING (Greens/EFA), KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), BJÖRK (GUE/NGL), EVI (NI) 

Cohesion Policy and regional environment 
strategies in the fight against climate change  

ENVI Members will vote on the draft Opinion 
on the REGI INI report on Cohesion policy and 
regional environment strategies in the fight 
against climate change. In her draft opinion, 
the Rapporteur stressed the importance of 
cohesion funds in the fight against climate 
change, highlighting inter alia the role that 

Cohesion Policy can play in advancing towards a more innovative economy, 
offering sustainable solutions to waste reduction, water management, energy 
efficiency and mobility.  The opinion underlines the importance of regional 
environment strategies in transitioning to a bio-circular economy, as well as in 
supporting risk prevention efforts to adapt to present and future impacts of 
climate change through ecosystem-based approaches. 63 amendments were 
tabled and 6 compromise amendments were agreed, replacing a majority of 
the amendments. 

Rapporteur: SOLÍS PÉREZ (RENEW), 
Shadows: GLAVAK (EPP), ANDROULAKIS (S&D), MÉLIN (ID), EICKHOUT (Greens/EFA), 
ROOKEN (ECR), VILLANUEVA RUIZ (GUE/NGL) 

EU Strategy on adaptation to climate change  
ENVI will hold a vote on a draft motion for a 
resolution on adaptation to climate change, in 
which its co-sponsors emphasise that all 
countries need to adapt, to minimise negative 
effects of climate change and make full use of 
the opportunities for climate-resilient growth 
and sustainable development. The draft 

motion for resolution addresses in particular key issues such as the importance 
to further promote climate adaptation in regions and cities, the need of nature-
based solutions, and green infrastructure to counter the negative impact on 
biodiversity and marine and terrestrial ecosystems. It furthermore underlines 
the potential of forests and oceans and underlines the need to mainstream 
climate adaptation into all relevant EU policies. Coherence with global action 
and agreements such as the Paris Agreement, SDGs and the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, the need for increased funding and a stronger focus on 
crisis prevention and preparedness are further central points highlighted in the 
draft motion for resolution. 340 amendments were tabled, and 36 compromise 
amendments were agreed between the co-sponsors, replacing a majority of 
amendments. On 10 September the ENVI Committee adopted a related 
question for oral answer to the Commission which will be presented in the 
December Plenary session. In this question the co-sponsors ask inter alia about 
the lessons learned from the previous strategy and how to ensure that 
adequate funding and proper implementation.  

Co-rapporteurs: PEREIRA (EPP), BALT (S&D), FEDERLEY (RENEW), BALDASSARE (ID), 

HOLMGREN (VERTS/EFA), VONDRA (ECR), KOKKALIS (GUE/NGL) 

Establishing a Programme for the Environment and 
Climate Action (LIFE) 

ENVI members will vote on the decision to enter 
into interinstitutional negotiations on the 
establishment of the LIFE Programme, after 
Parliament and Council reached a partial 
agreement during the last legislative term 
(adopted by Parliament as first reading position in 

April 2019). Negotiations in view of a general agreement, including the budget 
article, could only start following the recent adoption of the general position by 
the Council. The mandate of the Council includes the climate targets as agreed 
in the MFF. Meanwhile, the German Presidency has indicated the wish of the 
Council to enter into interinstitutional negotiations in view of a possible early 
second reading agreement. In its first reading position, Parliament proposed a 
financial envelope for the implementation of the programme for the period 
2021-2027 of € 7.27 billion. The Council mandate, that reflects the MFF 
agreement, indicates a total budget for the programme of € 5.43 billion. At least 
60 % of the budgetary resources allocated to projects supported by action 
grants under the 'Environment' domain shall be devoted to grants awarded for 
projects supporting the 'Nature and Biodiversity' sub-programme. LIFE is the 
only programme dedicated specifically to environment and climate action. Its 
objectives are to contribute to the shift towards a sustainable, circular, energy-
efficient, renewable energy-based, climate-neutral and resilient economy, to; 
protect, restore and improve the quality of the environment and to halt and 
reverse biodiversity loss. 
Rapporteur: FEDERLEY (RENEW) 

Quality of water intended for human consumption 
(Recast) 

ENVI members will vote on a draft 
recommendation for second reading, which 
proposes to adopt the Council position at first 
reading without amendments on the Drinking 
Water Directive. In February 2018, the 
Commission had proposed to recast the Drinking 
Water Directive in order to align drinking water 

quality standards with the most up-to-date scientific data, to tackle the areas 
of improvement identified by the Commission in its REFIT review and to adapt 
the legislative framework to better respond to emerging challenges, such as 
climate change and the circular economy. After the Parliament adopted its 
mandate in Plenary in October 2018, and both Parliament and Council had 
concluded the first reading in March 2019, the two co-legislators reached a 
political agreement in December 2019. The agreed text includes important 
changes to the existing legislation, concerning access to water, access to 
information about the quality and supply of drinking water to improve 
confidence in tap water, emerging pollutants such as micro-plastics, endocrine 
disruptors as well as new types of chemicals (PFAs), new limit values for a 
number of substances including lead, and the introduction of hygienic 
requirements for materials in contact with drinking water and leakages.  

Rapporteur: HANSEN (EPP) 
Shadows: MÜLLER (RENEW); BALDASSARRE (ID), GIEGOLD (Greens/EFA), ROOKEN (ECR), 
VILLANUEVA RUIZ (GUE/NGL) 

Early non-objections 
ENVI Members will vote on two urgent requests by the Commission for early 
non-objections. The first one concerns the Commission Delegated Regulation 
regarding official controls at border control posts where goods leave the Union 
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and certain provisions on transit and 
transhipment. The framework regulation for 
official controls and other official activities to 
verify the correct application of Union agri-
food chain legislation stipulates that in order 
to protect human and animal health, 
consignments of products of animal origin in 

transit from one third country to another third country may be authorised to 
pass through the Union territory, provided they meet certain conditions. The 
purpose of this Delegated Regulation is to introduce flexibility in the 
management of official controls passing through Great Britain from a Member 
State to Ireland and vice versa (“landbridge). The delegated regulation should 
enter into force as a matter of urgency and apply from 1 January 2021, in order 
to ensure that the measures provided in that regulation are effective after the 
transition period in the Brexit Agreement ends on 31 December 2020. 

The second one is an RPS measure regarding the substance group 4-(1,1,3,3-
Tetramethylbutyl)phenol, ethoxylated (covering well-defined substances and 
substances of unknown or variable composition, complex reaction products or 
biological materials, polymers and homologues) for which the application 
period (sunset date) is until 4 January 2021. Parliament has been asked by the 
Commission to examine the RPS measure in an accelerated manner and 
conclude its examination in an early non-objection procedure so as for the RPS 
measure to enter into force before 4 January. The reason for the urgency is that 
one of the substances (Triton-X 100) is part of the substance group used in the 
development of a COVID-19 vaccine.  

Rapporteur: CANFIN (Renew), 

Objections to GMO related Implementing Acts 
ENVI will vote on several objections to 
GMOs related Implementing Acts. The 
measures concern five Implementing Acts 
regarding Monsanto’s and Syngenta’s 
applications for the placing on the market of 
products containing different uses of 
genetically modified soybean on the one 

hand, and different types of genetically modified maize on the other hand. 
Based on the favourable opinions issued by the European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA), the draft acts provide for the marketing authorisations or for their 
renewal for these products.  

The Objectors oppose the draft measures on the grounds that they exceed the 
Commission’s implementing powers provided for in the basic act because the 
authorisation of the import of these GMOs could lead to unacceptable risks to 
food safety and human health. They argue that, as part of its safety assessment 
of GMOs, the EFSA has not assessed the real-life residues from spraying with 
complementary herbicides and their combined toxicity (cocktail effect).. In 
addition, they believe it unacceptable that the Commission, while recognizing 
serious problems as regards the democratic legitimacy of the decision making 
process (as acknowledged in the explanatory memorandum of its "comitology 
proposal"), continues to propose the authorisation of GMOs, even when there 
is no qualified majority of Member States in favour. 

Co-sponsors: METZ (GREENS), SIDL (S&D), HAZEKAMP (GUE/NGL), EVI (NI), 

PIETIKÄINEN (EPP)  

 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

Presentation by the Commission of four energy and 
climate related reports 

During an exchange of views, the Commission will present to ENVI Members 
the following reports:  
2020 State of the Energy Union report, issued under the governance 
framework of the Energy Union and climate action, presents the many 
initiatives that the EU and its Member States have taken in the last months. It 
is accompanied by several thematic reports and a Commission 
recommendation on energy poverty and includes two annexes highlighting the 
progress in internal energy markets and reporting on progress made in the 
phasing out of fossil fuel subsidies. 
The 2018 Fuel Quality Report addresses the need for further action to meet 
the 2020 fuel quality targets, despite the 3.7% drop in the average greenhouse 
gas intensity of fuels since 2010. It notes that progress varies greatly across 
Member States, reminding that almost all need to take swift action to meet the 
2020 target of 6% as provided for by the Fuel Quality Directive (FQD).  
The Annual Report on the Functioning of the European Carbon Market finds 
that emissions from installations covered by the EU Emissions Trading System 
(ETS) decreased by 9.1% in 2019 compared to 2018, while verified emissions 
from aviation sector continued to grow, albeit more modestly, with an increase 
of 1% compared to the previous year.  
The Climate Action Progress Report is the annual stock-take on progress to 
date to reduce emissions, and what can be expected in terms of future 
reductions with the existing policies in place. It also touches on inter alia other 
important elements including climate finance mobilised. 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications: 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on Impacts of climate change and air pollution on the health of 
the EU population 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 
positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 

 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 

 Briefing on Assessment of COVID-19 surveillance case definitions and data 
reporting in the European Union 

 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 In-depth analysis on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation, 
biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums 

 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors 
(Health Working Group) 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

Upcoming publications: 

 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19 (December 2020) 

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing 
spread of zoonotic diseases (December 2020)  

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96711
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/193292
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197677
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125023/ANJA_HAZEKAMP/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/40599
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/642388/IPOL_STU(2020)642388_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf


 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

EEA Signal 2020: Towards zero pollution 
in Europe 

What is pollution? Where does it come 
from? How does pollution affect the 

environment and how does it affect people’s health? How can Europe move 
towards zero pollution, in line with the ambition of the European Green Deal? 
EEA Signals 2020 looks at pollution through different lenses related to the 
Agency’s work and EU legislation.More here. 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
EMA will organise a public meeting on 11 
December 2020 to inform European 
citizens about the EU regulatory 
processes for the approval of COVID-19 
vaccines and the Agency’s role in their 

development, evaluation, approval and safety monitoring. The public meeting 
will also inform citizens about EMA’s role in the response to the pandemic and 
give the opportunity to the public and stakeholder groups to speak and share 
their needs, expectations and any concerns, that will be considered by EMA and 
the European medicines regulatory network in the decision-making process. 
For more information .More here. 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
EFSA’s existing guidelines for the risk 
assessment of genetically modified animals are 
adequate for evaluating risks associated with 
gene drive modified insects. However, further 
guidance is needed for some areas, such as 

molecular characterisation, environmental risk assessment and post-market 

environmental monitoring, say EFSA’s experts on Genetically Modified 
Organisms.  More here. 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
SCIP database launched to increase 
transparency on hazardous chemicals  

The Waste Framework Directive requires 
companies to submit information about the use 

of hazardous chemicals in products as of 5 January 2021. This information will 
be made available to consumers and waste operators. 

ECHA’s new SCIP database will increase the knowledge about hazardous 
chemicals in products so that they can be safely recycled. The increased 
knowledge protects workers, citizens and the environment, helps consumers 
make safer choices and encourages industry to replace hazardous chemicals 
with safer ones – for a better circular economy and to make the Green Deal 
work. Read more 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

On the occasion of World AIDS Day on 1 
December each year, ECDC and the WHO Regional 
Office for Europe releases the latest data on the 
HIV epidemic in the European Region. One of the 
targets of the Sustainable Development Goals is to 
end the AIDS epidemic by 2030. The number of 

reported AIDS in the EU/EEA in the last years however shows a significant 
problem with late diagnosis of HIV infection. Detecting HIV only years after the 
infection is one reason for on-going transmission in Europe. One in every four 
AIDS cases occurred long after HIV diagnosis, indicating insufficient linkage to 
HIV care, access to antiretroviral treatment and adherence support. More info: 
here 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 10-11 December 2020 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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